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“In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary and he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.”
We enter into the season of Advent, the time of waiting, the time of anticipation. We know
Christmas is coming where we celebrate the birth of our Lord. We also pray often, at least every week, “Thy Kingdom Come” and sometimes daily, several times, “Come, Lord Jesus.” We are
a people that are born into waiting. In the scripture above, the Angel Gabriel’s greeting to the
Virgin Mary and her subsequent feeling encapsulates who we are in the church. The Angel, the
messenger of God, speaks of God’s favor, God’s presence to one that is not expecting it. Every
Sunday we confess that God sent his Son for us, even when we were dead in sin. We do not deserve favor, we do not deserve God’s presence...but despite ourselves, God acts. In this action
a whole new world is opened to us: where the lowly are lifted, the blind see, the lame walk, the
hungry are filled, the thirsty are quenched, and even the dead are raised. So in our waiting we
may be perplexed, we may ponder and that is good for the people of Christ, but just as in the
pregnancies of Elizabeth and Mary, in our waiting we cannot help but proclaim, “Christ is coming! God’s promise is true! Rejoice in God’s favor!”
So as you hear the greeting this season of Happy Holidays and Merry Christmas ponder the gift
of being favored by the Lord’s presence in Christ.
In Christ
Pastor David.
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Council Highlights
Redeemer Lutheran Church Council —
November 14, 2019
COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS:
1. New time for joint Advent Service at Christ Episcopal Cathedral. Service time will be 6:30 pm.
2. Congregational Budget meeting is scheduled for Sunday, December 15th at 9:15 am. Please plan to
attend.
3. Children's Christmas program will be Wednesday, December 18th. Meal at 5:30 pm followed by the
program.
4. Christmas caroling will be Sunday, December 22nd at 1 pm.
5. Christmas Eve service Tuesday, December 24 at 5:30 pm.
6. On Sunday, December 29th there will be one service at 9:30 am and Brunch to follow.
7. Planning ahead Redeemer's Annual Congregational meeting will be Sunday, January 12th, 2020 at 9:15 am.

Council Meeting Minutes are available to read on
the Council Bulletin Board and in the office.
Council Meetings are the 2nd Thursday of the month
beginning at 6pm.

Budget Information
Treasurers Report:

Total income: $258,152.32
Budget income: $295,100.00
Total expense: $243,223.63
Budgeted expense: $297,470.00
Mortgage Balance: $397,875.26
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Church Events

Join us on Saturday, December 14
at 11:00 a.m.

here at Redeemer
Fellowship ~ Food ~ Fun

It’s time to choose the books for 2020.
Come prepared to discuss next year’s
selections and bring some food to
share!

December 17
Host — Jean Sedo
Book Club Meets on the 4th
Tuesday of the month

2020

(there are a few exceptions)

Sunday, December 22, we will go a-caroling!
A sign-up sheet will be available in the narthex in addition to
an electronic sign-up, your choice. This will all take place
after second service and a special fellowship, pizza and cake,
around 1:00 p.m. It would be great to split into two groups
to cover more ground and serenade more folks.
All are welcome!
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For Your Information
INCLEMENT WINTER WEATHER POLICY
In the event of inclement weather, it will be the responsibility of the Council President and
the Chairperson of the Property Committee to determine if such inclement weather is severe enough to cancel worship services or other scheduled events. There are basically
three factors to be considered in deciding whether cancellation is warranted. These factors are:
1) Can the parking lot and access walks at the Church be cleared to allow the safe access
to the Church in a timely manner?
2) Have city streets been cleared to allow reasonable safe access to the Church property.
3) Are general area road conditions good enough to allow Pastor and Music Director to travel to the
Church safely?
Every effort will be make to make the cancellation determination at least 90 minutes before a Sunday
worship service or event is scheduled to be held.
Once a decision is made to cancel service or event the following steps will be taken.
1) The Council President and the chairperson of the Property Committee will contact the Administrative Assistant to place a message on the telephone system to announce the cancellation. A sample message could be: “8:30 service and Sunday School have been cancelled today, 10:30 service
will be held”.
2) The Council President the Property Committee will make every effort to notify local media of cancellations. This will include TV and radio stations.
3) The Church Administrative Assistant will also make every effort to place notifications on Face book
and the Church’s website.
The above policy should allow Church Members and others to have alternate ways to determine if events
have been cancelled.

Needs for the Salina Rescue Mission—
 Cold & Flu Medications (alcohol free)
 Kleenex
 Toilet Paper
 Regular Strength Aspirin
 Deodorant
 Cough Drops
Christmas Items — New & Unopened
 Men’s White T-Shirts—All Sizes
 Men’s Briefs —All Sizes
 Gloves
 Stocking Hats

This helps to feed and care for the
hungry and homeless, it also
stretches our general fund dollars.
Please help; donations can be
dropped off anytime at the Salina
Rescue Mission at 1716 summers
Road in Salina, or call us at 785823-2610.

G.U.Y.S. will host a Christmas Party at Perkins
Restaurant on Tuesday, December 10, starting at 6:30. All members, family and friends
of Redeemer are invited. Reservations are
not necessary but to get a rough count of
attendees, we'd appreciate it if you would
tell Tom Mertz or Gary Jordan if you plan to
attend.
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Lectionary for December
Sunday, December 1—First Sunday of
Advent
Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122:1
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour
no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the
Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as
in those days before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the
flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the
coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field;
one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will
be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will
be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on
what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if
the owner of the house had known in what part of the
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake
and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

Sunday, December 8—
Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.’ ”
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather
belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild
honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea
were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins.
7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees
coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to
come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to
raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying
at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one
who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am
not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his
hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather
his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn
with unquenchable fire.”

Sunday, December 15-Third Sunday of
Advent
Isaiah 35:1-10
Psalm 146:5-10
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

2When John heard in prison what
the
Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and
said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we
to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell
John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their
sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news
brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no
offense at me.”
7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the
crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then
did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes?
Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I
tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one
about whom it is written,
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.’
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one
has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

Sunday, December 22-Fourth Sunday of
Advent
Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7
Romans1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah
took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she
was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her
quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as
your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All
this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the
Lord through the prophet:
23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded
him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named
him Jesus.
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Lectionary for December
Sunday, December 24-Christmas Eve
Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96:11
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]

1In those days a decree went out from
Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. 2This was the first registration and
was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All
went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went
to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged
and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there,
the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of
cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn.
8In that region there were shepherds living in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth
and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God
and saying,
14“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
[15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in
the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; 18and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen,
as it had been told them.]

Sunday, December 29-First Sunday of
Christmas
Isaiah 63:7-9
Psalm 148:13
Hebrews 2:10-18
Matthew 2:13-23
13Now after [the wise men] had left, an angel of the
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up,
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search
for the child, to destroy him.” 14Then Joseph got up,
took the child and his mother by night, and went to
Egypt, 15and remained there until the death of Herod.
This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my
son.”
16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the
wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all
the children in and around Bethlehem who were two
years old or under, according to the time that he had
learned from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what
had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:
18“A voice was heard in Ramah,
wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be consoled, because they are no
more.”
19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20“Get
up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of
Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are
dead.” 21Then Joseph got up, took the child and his
mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he
heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after
being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of
Galilee. 23There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.”

Creation Care Ideas for Gift-Giving
Are you looking for that perfect gift for a special someone or searching for a present
for someone who already has everything? Are you tired of the commercialism of
Christmas? Are you wearied by all the “stuff” we equate with gift-giving?
If you answered yes to any of these questions, then ELCA Good Gifts are for you! Gifts
of pigs, blankets, education, trees, and many others for communities around the world
help support ELCA ministries in nearly 80 countries. Giving gifts to help communities
and individuals become more self-sustainable can be made in honor of your loved ones,
co-workers, neighbors, and others you want to remember at Christmas. At the same
time, we care for Creation by reducing waste and being mindful of our consumption.
Check out https://goodgifts.elca.org/
As we wait in hope for God’s greatest gift, Jesus Christ, we can give the gift of hope to
people around the world.
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Partners in Ministry
ALTAR GUILD: Cheryl Itschner & Vivian Cook
PARTNERS IN MINISTRY 8:00 SERVICE
December 1

December 8

December 15

December 22

Diane Conover &
Jan Jackson

Virg Augustine &
Noni Strand

Chery Itschner &
Kathy Lowman

Gary & Sue Mettlen

Commun- Kathy Lowman &
ion
Gary Mettlen

Mary Shaffer &
Jan Jackson

Charlotte Herrman
& Kathy Lowman

Barbara Wire &
Denise Dusin

Lector

Kathy Lowman

Mary Shaffer

Charlotte Herrman

Barbara Wire

Sound

Perry Jurgensen

Perry Jurgensen

Perry Jurgensen

Perry Jurgensen

Greeters

December 29

Fifth
Sunday
One Service
9:30 a.m.
Fellowship
to
follow

PARTNERS IN MINISTRY 10:30 SERVICE
Greeters

Loren & Phyllis
Harris

Joe & Janis Plumer Rod & Rosemary
Anderson

Chad & Christine
Curl

Larry & Pam
Strahan

Ushers

Larry & Pam Strahan

Phil & Jean Sedo

Kendra Albin &
Chad Curl

Phil Sedo & Alan
English

Gary & Lana
Jordan

Commun- Vivian Cook, Alan
ion
English & Kris Johanson

Anna Prockish, Joe
& Kathy Heinrich

Carol Kuhlman,
Phil & Jean Sedo

Dan Metcalfe,
Wayne & Carol
Keeler

Mike Ramage, Tom
& Mary Mertz

Lector

Kris Neff

Kendra Albin

Mary Mertz

Tom Mertz

Ann Metcalfe

Sound

Ray Beckman

Ray Beckman

Tom Mertz

Kris Neff

Joe Heinrich

Fellowship

Janis & Joe Plumer

Pam & Larry
Strahan

Betty & Rick
Henderson

Johansons with
Worship & Music

Lana & Gary
Jordan

Children’s Christmas Program
Please join us for the Christmas program on Wednesday, December 18th at 6:15 p.m.
“The Stable Boy’s Nativity” will feature the students of the 4th-6th grade CONNECT class and the Godly
Play classes. The angel choir, made up of 3- to 5-year-olds, is a big one this year. If you don’t usually
come on Wednesday nights, this is your chance to see Redeemer alive with children! Come for supper
at 5:30 (ham and potatoes) and stay afterward for cookies. Godly Play parents will have a chance to see
their children’s classrooms decorated for the season.
O come, all ye faithful!
If you would like to attend and need a ride, please contact the church office.
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Take Note!
Join the Kansas Chapter, Salina Group of MOMS DEMAND ACTION &
KANSAS INTERFAITH ACTION for a local event in unison with the 7th
Annual National Vigil in Washington, D.C.
National Vigil for Victims of Gun Violence
December 4th from 7:00 till 8:00 p.m.
Unitarian Universalist
901 Beatrice Street, Salina

Seven years ago, in December 2012, a gunman murdered twenty-six
children and adults at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown,
Connecticut. Every December since that horrific tragedy, concerned
people have gathered to honor and remember all victims of gun violence and to support families impacted by gun violence.

Sunday, December 8th at 6:30 p.m.
Redeemer and Christ Cathedral come together
to worship the Advent season. The service
will be held at Christ Cathedral, 138 South 8th
Street.

“I was hungry and you fed me.”
Michael Chamberlin, Executive Director of
Salina Emergency Food Bank, will talk about
food scarcity issues in our community.
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We are Family
12/07
12/11
12/11
12/17
12/22
12/23
12/23
12/28

1
2
3
4
10

Verle Simpson
Tom Mertz
Kendra Albin
Loren Harris
Kathy Hartley

13
15
20
21
22

Tom Drown
Charlie Weiss
Cheryl Itschner
Kathy Lowman
Marge Hansen

Jay & Jackie Aurand
Harold & Becky Klaege
Earl & Marge Hansen
Rod & Rosemary Anderson
Chuck & Karen Levin
Craig & Sheila Alstatt
Jim & Vivian Cook
Matthew & Rita Shaffer

Happy December Birthday!

Flower
Chart
If you are interested in providing
flowers for our worship services on a
specific date, please sign the chart.
Make sure to use only a dry-erase
marker.
Cost will be $20.
Content of the Ringer depends on you, the members of this church, for articles, photos, important dates, etc. The January Newsletter deadline is December 16th at 12:00 pm. Information turned in after this date might not be included. Please respect this deadline and the
editor by adhering to this policy. The newsletter is available by email, mail or at the church.
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Godly Play
Have a busy week?
We are open late on Wednesday and you can leave the cooking to us.
Wednesday night at Redeemer is a rewarding and relaxing time for everyone.
Come and join us for all or part of the evening activities.
For more information contact: Carol Kuhlman at
577-2365 , Sandi Drown at 452-2417, or Carol Keeler
at 493-5485.
5:30 - Weekly Meal
The evening begins with a light supper, prepared and served by
Redeemer volunteers, in the fellowship hall. The meal is free, but
donations are accepted.
6:00 - Godly Play for children age 3 through 3rd grade.
What is Godly Play? A child-honoring way of entering into and experiencing
the biblical story. We use manipulative story characters and imagination to
experience the biblical story through narrative story, parables, liturgical actions
and silence. Children are not told what to believe, but are exposed to the story
experience. Through this open-ended approach we hear the deepest invitation to
come play with God.
6:00—Connect for 4th-6th Grade class with Debbie Beckman
6:00 - Worship—An informal Communion worship service is
held every week.
After Worship stay for more learning
7th & 8th Grade Confirmation with Pastor
High School with Sheila Alstatt
6:15 Children’s Christmas Program

7:15

Sun

1

Mon

2

800 Worship
1030 Worship

8

9

800 Worship
1030 Worship
630 Advent Service @
Christ Cathedral

Tue

Wed

Thu

3

4

5

530 Creation Care
545 Worship & Music

900 Bible Study
530 Godly Play

100 Women’s Life
Group

10

11

12

630 G.U.Y.S.

900 Bible Study
530 Godly Play

100 Women’s Life
Group

15

16

17

18

19

800 Worship
915 Congregational
Budget Meeting
1030 Worship

1200 Newsletter
Deadline
600 Silver Needles

400 Page Turners

900 Bible Study
530 Godly Play
615 Children’s
Christmas Program

100 Women’s Life
Group

22

23

24

25

26

800 Worship
1030 Worship
100 Christmas Carols

29
930 Fifth Sunday

530 Christmas Eve
service

30

31

Fri

Sat

6

7

13

14
1100 Rejoicing Spirits

20

21

27

28

R E D E E M E R L U TH E RA N
743 East Magnolia Road
Salina, KS 67401-6912
redeemer@redeemer-elca.org
Phone: 785-827-8195
Office Hours: 9:00 - 2:00 Monday-Friday
Becky Shulda, Administrative Assistant

May all kings fall down before him, all nations
serve him!

“Chosen by God...to love one another.”

Psalm 72:11

How beautiful are the feet of

Find us on the web

those who bring good news?

www: redeemer-elca.org

Romans 10:15 NIV
Sunday Sermons can now be heard
on the Redeemer Website.

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God’s Work. Our Hands.

Weekly Church Events
Sunday Communion Worship
8:00 Communion worship
10:30 Communion worship
Wednesday morning
9:00 Bible Study
Wednesday Evening Activities
5:30—Dinner
6:00—Godly Play
6:15—Communion Worship
Followed by Education
7:15—Music practice

Pastor David Strommen
743 East Magnolia Road
Salina, KS 67401-6912
785-827-8195 ext. 102
dstrommen@redeemer-elca.org

Organist: Ruth Mirtz
Choir Director: Ann Metcalfe
Bell Director and
Worship Accompanist:
Britney English

2019 Council

Phil Sedo, President

701-833-9280

Alan English, VP

643-4078

Charlotte Herrman, Secretary

643-9445

Kendra Albin

452-0498

Ray Beckman

825-6551

Shellee Callahan

822-6878

Tom Drown

493-1592

Wayne Keeler

825-4511

Kris Neff

404-7991

Treasurer: Rick Henderson
Financial Secretaries: Mike Ramage and
Joe Plumer

