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I hope that this New Year finds you well. It has been a year for the books as my mother 
used to say. Yet, we are a people who live into each day knowing that God brings a 
newness that the world cannot fathom. So as we meet the New Year let us as a people 
in Christ bear that message to our neighbor that feels the weight of the world. Grow-
ing up my congregation in Iowa always had a New Year’s Eve service. We did not often 
go, but the pastors thought it was a good way to end the year and start the new. This 
tradition probably was alive in this area sometime back as well. As I was looking 
through some hymnals I have I found an interesting hymn for just such a service. It 
translates: The old year drowns in the ocean, the last day in death fades; but in the 
east it once again brightens, new born sun arises from the grave. The light arises out of 
the darkness just as the day of creation. Sun and Day are born for victory, the darkness 
is condemned utterly. (Norske Salme Bok, Gamleåret seig i hav, nr. 85, Verbum Pub., 
1984)  

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, 

[a] and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. (John 1:1-9 NRSV)  

In Christ, 

Pastor David 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26039a
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Council Highlights for December 

December 10, 2020 Meeting 
 

 

Christmas Eve service will be virtual at 5:30 and will be held jointly with Anita’s churches.  
The Children’s Christmas service is canceled.     

 

Rejoicing Spirits committee met briefly after service.  They are considering doing a virtual 
service and hope to meet in-person again in the near future.   

 

PPP loan forgiven! 

January 17th – Congregational Meeting. 

Salvation Army for Christmas outreach. 

We discussed the COVID situation and foresee virtual services in January.   

 
 

 
 

Council Meetings are the 2nd Thursday 
of the month beginning at 7 pm. 

Council News 

Budget Information 

Treasurer's Report for end of November 

Income $326,580.29 

Budgeted Income for the year $290,400 

Total Expense $258,632.42 

Budgeted Expense for the year $298,375 

Mortgage Balance $321,959.36 
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Jalapeno Sweet Potato Soup 

4 lbs sweet potatoes 
1 medium onion 
3 slices smoked turkey, bacon, or ham 
3 cloves garlic 
2 T butter 
8 cups chicken broth 
1 t cumin 
1/4 cup pickled, sliced jalapenos 
1/2 cup cilantro (leaves only) 
1 1/2 cups half-and-half 
1 t salt 
1 t black pepper 

Scrub sweet potatoes, cut in quarters, place in 
large stock pot, cover with water & boil until 
soft. When potatoes are soft, drain them & let 
them cool until you can handle them.  Peel off 
the skin. Peel & chop onion. Finely chop bacon or 
ham & garlic. In a large soup pot, melt butter. 
Add bacon, onion & garlic & sauté until onions 
are translucent. Add chicken broth. Cover, bring 
to a boil. Dice half the sweet potatoes & stir in-
to boiling broth. Puree the remaining sweet po-
tatoes with the jalapenos, cumin, cilantro & half-
and-half. Stir into soup. Add salt & pepper. Stir 
well, heat through. 
                                 ~Becky Shulda 

Plaza Steak Soup 
 
2 lb. cubed sirloin steak 
1 pkg. brown gravy mix 
4 Tbsp or 8 cubes beef bouillon (low sodium) 
1 small can stewed tomatoes or diced  
1 pkg frozen mixed vegetables 10 oz 
1 stick butter 
2 quarts water 
1 cup flour 
1 stalk celery chopped 
1 carrot chopped 
1 onion chopped fine 
 
Mix flour with melted butter, slowly stir in water until 
smooth, add gravy mix, bouillon and rest of ingredients 

and cook on low until vegetables are done or simmer 
longer to desired texture.  It makes a big pot of soup.                                                                           

 
~CeCelia Anderson 

Lady Bird’s Pedernales River Chili 
 
4 lbs lean ground beef 
1 large onion chopped 
2 cloves garlic minced 
1 tsp ground oregano 
1 tsp ground cumin 
6-8 tsp chili powder (to taste) 
2 (14 oz) cans petite diced tomatoes 
2 1/2 cups hot water 
1 (10 oz) can original Rotel 
1 (4.5 oz) can green chilies chopped 
1 cup Heinz ketchup 
2 tsp brown sugar 
1 Tbsp cilantro leaves 
1 (15 oz) can Bush’s black beans drained 
1 (15 oz) can Bush’s kidney beans drained 
1 (15 oz) can Bush’s pinto beans drained 
Salt to taste, minimal 
 
Put meat, onion & Garlic in large heavy pot. 
Add oregano, cumin, chili powder, tomatoes 
& hot water. Bring to boil. Lower heat & add 
remainder of ingredients. Simmer, stirring 
occasionally for 1 1/2 hours.  Serves 12+.  
Great with broken up corn chip or rice.  
Cheddar cheese on top is also good.                                                                                          
 
                               ~Mike Ramage 
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Tuesday, January 19th at 4 p.m.

The Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey 
Details to follow! 

 

Our Needs List for December & January: 

Free & Clear Laundry Detergent 

Men’s Winter Coats - new or gently 
used 

Cold/Flu Medications - Alcohol Free 

Toilet Paper 

This helps to feed and care for the hungry and 
homeless, it also stretches our general fund        
dollars.  Please help.  Donations can be dropped  
off anytime at the Salina Rescue Mission at 1716     
Summers Road in Salina, or call us at                 
785-823-2610. 

Earl & Marge Hansen recently celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary.  They were married December 11, 1970 at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Salina, Kansas.  Their family includes Jim & 
Debra Hansen, Jennifer & David Dolif, & Paula Smith.   

Grandchildren Brooke & Jarrod Retzlaff, Paige Hansen, & Caleb 
Dolif.  Great grandchild Mason Retzlaff. 

     Happy 50th Anniversary! 

Save the date for the next live streamed   
Rejoicing Spirits worship service on Satur-

day, January 9th at 11 a.m.  Tune into Face-
book at either REDEEMER LUTHERAN 

CHURCH SALINA or SALINA REJOICING 
SPIRITS.   Everyone is welcome! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

January 3—Second Sunday of Christmas 
Jeremiah 31:7-14 
Psalm 147:12-20 
Ephesians 1:3-14 
John 1:[1-9] 10-18 
10He was in the world, and the world 
came into being through him; yet 
the world did not know him. 11He 
came to what was his own, and his own people 
did not accept him. 12But to all who received 
him, who believed in his name, he gave power 
to become children of God, 13who were born, 
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the 
will of man, but of God. 
  14And the Word became flesh and lived 
among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace 
and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried 
out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks ahead of me because he 
was before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we have 
all received, grace upon grace. 17The law in-
deed was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has 
ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is 
close to the Father’s heart, who has made him 
known.  
 
January 10—Baptism of Our Lord 
Genesis1:1-5 
Psalm 29-3 
Acts 19:1-7 
Mark 1:4-11 
4John the baptizer appeared in 
the wilderness, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5And people 
from the whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, 
and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed 
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild hon-
ey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of 
his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; 
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of 
Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jor-
dan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the 
water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the 
Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a 
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, 
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  
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Lectionary for Sundays in January 

January 17—Second Sunday after     
Epiphany 
1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
John 1:43-51 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to 
Galilee. He found Philip and said to 
him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Beth-
saida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip 
found Nathanael and said to him, “We have 
found him about whom Moses in the law and 
also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph 
from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip 
said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus 
saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of 
him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there 
is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where 
did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I 
saw you under the fig tree before Philip called 
you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the 
Son of God! You are the King of Isra-
el!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because 
I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 
You will see greater things than these.” 51And 
he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will 
see heaven opened and the angels of God as-
cending and descending upon the Son of Man.”  
 
January 24—Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Jonah 3:1-5,10                                                                                
Psalm 62:5-12                                                                                                                             
1 Corinthians 7:29-31                                                                              
Mark 1:14-20 
14Now after John was arrest-
ed, Jesus came to Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of 
God, 15and saying, “The time 
is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come 
near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
 
  16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, 
he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting 
a net into the sea—for they were fisher-
men. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and 
I will make you fish for people.” 18And immedi-
ately they left their nets and followed him. 19As 
he went a little farther, he saw James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John, who were in 
their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he 
called them; and they left their father Zebedee 
in the boat with the hired men, and followed 
him.  
 
 
 



January 31—Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
Psalm 111:10 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
Mark 1:21-28 
21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he 
entered the synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he 
taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their syna-
gogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus 
rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him 
and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking 
one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spir-
its, and they obey him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of 
Galilee.  
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December Lectionary cont’d 

Annual Meeting info 

January 17th at 
10:30 a.m. 

After the service 

Council Members continuing to fill out their elected terms:   

Ray Beckman, Kris Neff & Jody Biegert 

Council Members consenting to serve, covering vacated terms:   

Alan English, Jean Sedo & Charlotte Herrman 

Church Members consenting to service:   

Kris Johanson, Dan Metcalfe & KC Potter  

At this meeting we will vote to approve the church budget for 2021. 
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Message from Bishop Candea 

January - A Beatitude Synod 
  
Read the following Scripture: 

 Matthew 5:1-16 1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:3"Blessed are the poor in spir-
it, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.4"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comfort-
ed.5"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.6"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled.7"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.8"Blessed are 
the pure in heart, for they will see God.9"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 
God.10"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heav-
en.11"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.13"You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its 
taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and tram-
pled under foot.14"You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after light-
ing a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father in heaven. 

  
  
This is the gospel that I chose for my installation as the Bishop of the Central States Synod. In her ser-
mon on that day the preacher, Rev. Linda Anderson-Little, calls us to be a “beatitude” synod with a 
“beatitude” bishop.  In the midst of so many changes since that event over a year ago, I continue to 
come back to the question of what it means to be a beatitude synod – to be  “alternative” communities 
of blessings, where people on the fringe experience not only welcome, but respect; where there is 
room and space for people to be real and honest in their pain and struggles, to mourn and leap, where 
we do indeed see God and through our participation in God’s mission, enable others to see God.  How 
might we as congregations and ministries and the people of the Central States Synod, here in Kansas 
and Missouri be a “light for the world” so that all can see the amazing abundance and grace and glory 
of God? 
  

- Bishop Susan Candea 
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 Virg Augustine 
    &  
 Noni Strand 
    January 5th 

Content of the Ringer depends on you, the members of this church, for articles, photos, important dates, 

etc.  The February newsletter deadline is January 25th at 12:00 pm. Information 

turned in after this date might not be included.  The newsletter is available by email, mail or at 

Redeemer Celebrations 

 

5   Becky Klaege 
5 Taylor Koers 
12 Caroline Manz 
13 Teresa Nelsen 
16 Alvina Nelson 
16 Daniel Metcalfe 
18 Leora Smith 

20 Joe Hartley 
21 Marlie Potter 
24 Chuck Levin 
24 Sofia Trakowski 
27 Mara Pickering 
28 Nayeli Green 
30 William Strommen 



VOLUME 16 ISSUE 1  

 

PAGE 9 THE RINGER  

 

 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
   

1 
 

                        

~Office Closed~ 

2 

 

3 
930 Worship live 

streaming 

 

 

4 
 

5 
515 Education 

545 Worship & 

Music 

6 
900 Bible Study 

630 Worship 

 

7 
 

        

      

 

8 
 

9 

1100 Rejoicing    

Spirits live stream 

 

10 
930 Worship live 

streaming 

11 
 

 

12 

 

13 
900 Bible Study 

630 Worship 

         

14 

700 Council   

Meeting 

15 

 
 

16 
 

17 
930 Worship live 

streaming 

1030 Annual    

Meeting 

18 
600 Silver      

Needles 

 

19 
400 Page Turners 

20 
900 Bible Study 

630 Worship 

 

21 
930 Silver      

Needles Sew-In 

 

22 
 

23 

 
 

24 
930 Worship live 

streaming 

25 
1200 Newsletter 

Deadline 

26 
 

27 
900 Bible Study 

630 Worship 

28 
 

29 

 
 

30 
 

31  
930 Worship live 

streaming 

  
 

  
 

 

for worship services                

always available! 



743 East Magnolia Road 

Salina, KS 67401 

redeemer@redeemer-elca.org 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 

ELCA 

Phone: 785-827-8195 ext. 101 

Office Hours: 9:00 - 2:00    Monday-Friday 

Becky Shulda, Administrative Assistant  

Find us on the web 

www: redeemer-elca.org 

“Chosen by God...to love one another.” 

 

Pastor David Strommen 

743 East Magnolia Road 

Salina, KS 67401 

785-827-8195 ext. 102 

dstrommen@redeemer-elca.org 

Sunday Sermons can now be heard on 

the Redeemer Website and on Facebook 

Weekly Church Events 

 

Sunday Worship      

9:30  worship 

Wednesday morning                    

9:00 Bible Study 

Wednesday Worship 

6:30 worship 

 

 

 

Organist: Ruth Mirtz  

 

Choir Director: Ann Metcalfe 
 

Bell Director and  

 Worship Accompanist: 

Britney English 

2021 Council 

 

Alan English, President  643-4078 

Jody Biegert, Vice-President 819-4479 

Kris Neff, Secretary             404-7991 

Ray Beckman              825-6551 

Charlotte Herrman  643-9445 

Jean Sedo   404-6222 

Kris Johanson          402-759-2255 

KC Potter   456-4322 

Dan Metcalfe   342-9513 

 

Treasurer: Jan Jackson 

Financial Secretaries: Mike Ramage and Joe 
Plumer 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

God’s Work.  Our Hands. 


