
 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

743 East Magnolia Road, Salina, Kansas 

67401 

785-827-8195 

 

 
  

 

Wednesday February 18, 2026 

Ash Wednesday  

 

Welcome!  

May our hearts be open to our creator and to 

one another as we share in worship together. 

Pastor Del Strecker, Transition Pastor 

Tom Mertz and Mary Bridges, PMA’s 

Ruth Mirtz, Organist 

Ann Metcalfe, Director of Music 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

GATHERING HYMN When I Survey the Wondrous 

Cross (ELW 803) 
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GREETING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you 

have made, and you forgive the sins of all who are 

penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, 

truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, 

the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and 

song. 

 

FIRST READING: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

A reading from Joel. 

 1 Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my 

holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land 

tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near— 
2 a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick 

darkness! Like blackness spread upon the mountains, a 

great and powerful army comes; their like has never been 

from of old, nor will be again after them in ages to come. 
12 Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all 

your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with 

mourning; 13 rend your hearts and not your clothing. 

Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and 
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merciful, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and 

relenting from punishment. 14 Who knows whether he 

will not turn and relent and leave a blessing behind him a 

grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD your 

God? 15 Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call 

a solemn assembly; 16 gather the people. Consecrate the 

congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, 

even infants at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his 

room and the bride her canopy. 17 Between the vestibule 

and the altar, let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, 

weep. Let them say, “Spare your people, O LORD, and do 

not make your heritage a mockery, a byword among the 

nations. Why should it be said among the peoples, 

‘Where is their God?’ Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 51:1-17 

 
 1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | 

steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 

 2 Wash me through and through | from my 

wickedness, 

  and cleanse me | from my sin. 

 3 For I know | my offenses, 

  and my sin is ev- | er before me. 

 4 Against you only have I sinned and done what is 

evil | in your sight; 
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  so you are justified when you speak and right | in 

your judgment. R 

 5 Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 

  
6 Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 

 7 Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 

 8 Let me hear | joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken | may rejoice. R 

 9 Hide your face | from my sins, 

  and blot out | all my wickedness. 

 10 Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spir- | it within me. 

 11 Cast me not away | from your presence, 

  and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me. 

 12 Restore to me the joy of | your salvation 

  and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit. R 

 13 Let me teach your ways | to offenders, 

  and sinners shall be re- | stored to you. 

 14 Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of | my 

salvation, 

  and my tongue shall sing | of your righteousness. 

 15 O Lord, o- | pen my lips, 

  and my mouth shall pro- | claim your praise. 

 16 For you take no delight in sacrifice, or | I would 

give it. 

  You are not pleased | with burnt offering. 

 17 The sacrifice of God is a | troubled spirit; 

  a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will | not 

despise. R 
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Tone 

 
 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 

A reading from 2 Corinthians. 20b We entreat you on 

behalf of Christ: be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake 

God made the one who knew no sin to be sin, so that in 

him we might become the righteousness of God. 6:1 As 

we work together with him, we entreat you also not to 

accept the grace of God in vain. 2 For he says,  “At an 

acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of 

salvation I have helped you.” Look, now is the acceptable 

time; look, now is the day of salvation! 3 We are putting 

no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be 

found with our ministry, 4 but as servants of God we have 

commended ourselves in every way: in great endurance, 

afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5 beatings, 

imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6 in 

purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, 

genuine love, 7 truthful speech, and the power of God; 

with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and 

for the left; 8 in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good 

repute. We are treated as impostors and yet are true, 9 as 

unknown and yet are well known, as dying and look—we 

are alive, as punished and yet not killed, 10 as sorrowful 

yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as 

having nothing and yet possessing everything. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Beware of practicing your 

righteousness before others in order to be seen by them, for then 

you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

  2 “So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before 

you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so 

that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have 

received their reward. 3 But when you give alms, do not let your 

left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your alms 

may be done in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you. 

  5 “And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for 

they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street 

corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they 

have received their reward. 6 But whenever you pray, go into your 

room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret, 

and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

  16 “And whenever you fast, do not look somber, like the 

hypocrites, for they mark their faces to show others that they are 

fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 17 But 

when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that 

your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is 

in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 

  19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
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moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but 

store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 

rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON- PASTOR DEL 
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HYMN OF THE DAY Just As I Am, without One 

Plea (ELW 592 

 
 

INVITATION TO LENT 

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter 

the time of remembering Jesus’ passover from death to 

life, and our life in Christ is renewed. 

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need 

for repentance and for God’s mercy. We are created to 
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experience joy in communion with God, to love one 

another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our 

sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, 

and creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator 

intended. 

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that 

contends against evil and resists whatever leads us away 

from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to 

the discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance, 

prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—

strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us 

continue our journey through these forty days to the great 

Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. Most holy and merciful God, we confess to you 

and to one another, and before the whole company of 

heaven, that we have sinned by our fault, by our own 

fault, by our own most grievous fault, in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others 

as we have been forgiven. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ 

served us. We have not been true to the mind of Christ. 

We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and 

apathy that have infected our lives, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
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Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our 

exploitation of other people, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to 

share the faith that is in us, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our 

indifference to injustice and cruelty, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward 

our neighbors, and our prejudice and contempt toward 

those who differ from us, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of 

concern for those who come after us, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 

Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 

 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the 

earth. May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and 

penitence, reminding us that only by the cross of our 

Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 

that we may show forth your glory in the world. 

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 

bring us with all your saints to the joy of his 

resurrection. 
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Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 

eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s 

presence, let us pray for the world and its needs. 

Guide your church, O God. Accompany all Christians in 

this season of repentance, and renew our faith in the 

riches of grace you give to us in baptism. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Heal this earth, O God. Satisfy the needs of every 

parched place, every diverse ecosystem, every suffering 

creature. Though all return to dust, grant beauty and 

purpose to each living thing. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Restore the nations, O God. Let your healing spring up 

quickly across the world. Give all in authority the will to 

loose the bonds of injustice and let any who are 

oppressed go free. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Deliver your people, O God. Comfort any whose hearts 

are rent by grief, uphold any who are sick, bring food to 

those who hunger, and give housing to all without 

shelter. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Bless this assembly, O God. Reconcile us to one another 

and to you. Strengthen our resolve to fast from evil, open 

our hands in sharing, and quicken our prayer. Hear us, O 

God. 
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Your mercy is great. 

Hold us forever, O God. We thank you for all who now 

know their treasure in heaven, and for Martin Luther and 

all who on earth proclaimed your abounding, steadfast 

love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our 

strength and salvation. 

Amen. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING 

OFFERING MUSIC- 

OFFERTORY 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, 

but with words of grace and life. Bless us and these your 

gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 DIALOGUE 
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PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 

God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You 

are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. You 

so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but have 

eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the 

world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all 

things for our salvation. In the night in which he was 

betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 

eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread 
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and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. 

 

 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-

giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and 

ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give 

thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought 

but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our 

praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy 

Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts 

of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the 

body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly 

blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people and be given 

our inheritance with all your saints. To you, O God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in 

your holy church, now and forever. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 

taught us.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 



18 

 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the Table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 

 

COMMUNION SONG 

 
TABLE BLESSIING 
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION In the Singing (ELW 

466) 

 
 

PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these 

forty days. Renew us in the gift of baptism, that we may 

provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, 

fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find 

our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 
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God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

SENDING HYMN Jesus, Still Lead On (ELW 624) 
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DISMISSAL 

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of 

good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to 

no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support 

the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and 

serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Announcements: 

Congregational meeting this coming Sunday following 

worship.  Purpose of the meeting is to vote on a covenant 

with Pastor Del. Fellowship and Bible Study will follow 

the meeting. 

 

Lenten Services will begin next Wednesday with light 

meal at 6:15 followed by Lenten worship at 7:00 p.m.  

 

First Communion will be celebrated for Elise Tonniges 

and Ivy Potter on Sunday March 1, 2026.  Please keep 

these young ladies in prayer as they celebrate this 

milestone in their lives.  

 

Prayer Request 

MEMBERS:  Marge Hansen, Cecelia Anderson, Paige 

Alstatt, Barb Wire, Janis Plumer, Lee Smith. 

 

REDEEMER FRIENDS  

Dorothy Hanke (Mother of Debbie Beckman)  

Jerome Herrman (Nephew of Charlotte and Dave 

Herrman)  

Zach Swanson(Grandson of Sandi and Tom Drown)  

Beverly Alstatt (Mother of Craig Alstatt)  

Sandra Anderson, (Cecelia Anderson’s daughter-in-law)  
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Larry Shulda (Husband of Becky Shulda)  

Sue Jacobson (Sister of Wayne Keeler)  

Will Biggs (Charlotte and Dave Herrman’s son-in-law)  

Cody Larson(Brother-in-law of Jordan and Zach 

Burkholder)  

Darla Personney (Friend of Sheila Alstatt)  

Susan Burkland (Sister of Kathy Heinrich 

Dan Ott ( cousin of Craig Alstatt) 

Chuck Hadlouer (Friend of Shelia Alstatt) 

Allie Paine ( Friend of Sheila Alstatt) 

Maxi Cardelle (Friend’s grandson of Kathy Lowman) 

T.J Karst (Cousin of Charlotte Herrman) 

Dee Wamika ( Friend of Shelia Alstatt) 

Barbra Stucky ( Friend of Kathy Lowman) 

Wilma Beckman ( Mother of Susan Ramage) 

Joyce Karst (Pastor Del & Charlotte Herrman’s Aunt) 

Family of Steve Sykes (Brother of Lana Jordan) 

 

MILITARY 

Eric Blomberg, USS Laboon (Nephew of Mary Shaffer) 

Tanner Gibson Hill AFB, Ogden UT (Great-Nephew to 

Cecelia Anderson) 

Brayden Harper , USS Washington (Great Great 

Nephew) of Mary Bridges 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

Pastor Del’s Cell Phone: 785-822-4355 

Pastor Del’s Email: strecker.delvin@gmail.com 

Church Office : 785-827-8195 

Church Email: redeemer @redeemer-elca.org 

Website: redeemer@redeemer-elca.org 

Like us on Facebook 

Worship is livestreamed on YouTube 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transition Team Members 

Wayne Keeler, Ryne Callahan, Trey Potter, Kyle 

Tonniges, Charlotte Herrman, Kris Neff  

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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