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Sunday February 22, 2026 

 

First Sunday of Lent 
 

Welcome!  

May our hearts be open to our creator and to one 

another as we share in worship together. 

Pastor Del Strecker, Transition Pastor 

Tom Mertz and Mary Bridges, PMA’s 

Ruth Mirtz, Organist 

Ann Metcalfe, Director of Music 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all 

our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt 

and blots out all offenses. 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor 

you: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your 

word: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For failing to recognize your coming reign, 

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For disregarding voices from the margin, 

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the 

world: 

Gracious God, 
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have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, 

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. 

Through faith, the free gift of God, 

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead 

dwells in you, 

pours God’s love into your hearts, 

and gives you life and peace. Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG God Loved the World (ELW 

323) 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good 

and evil rages within and around us, and the devil 

and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty 

promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when 

we fall, raise us again and restore us through your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and 

song. 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 

A reading from Genesis. 
15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden 

of Eden to till it and keep it. 16 And the LORD God 

commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree 

of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good 

and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it 

you shall die.” 

  3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other 

wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said to the 

woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree 

in the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We 

may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God 

said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in 

the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you 

shall die.’ ” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You 

will not die, 5 for God knows that when you eat of it your 

eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 

good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree 

was good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes 

and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 

took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her 

husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of 

both were opened, and they knew that they were naked, 

and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths 

for themselves. 
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Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 32

 
 1 Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven, 

  and whose sin is | put away! 

 2 Happy are they to whom the LORD im- | putes no 

guilt, 

  and in whose spirit there | is no guile! 

 3 While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away, 

  because of my groaning | all day long. 

 4 For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night; 

  my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of 

summer. R 

 5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- 
| ceal my guilt. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to 

the LORD.”  

Then you forgave me the guilt | of my sin. 

 6 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers 

to you in | time of trouble; 

  when the great waters overflow, they | shall not 

reach them. 

 7 You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from 

trouble; 

  you surround me with shouts | of deliverance. 

 8 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that | 

you should go; 

  I will guide you | with my eye. R 
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 9 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no | 

understanding; 

  who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they 

will | not stay near you.” 

 10 Great are the tribulations | of the wicked; 

  but mercy embraces those who trust | in the 

LORD. 

 11 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the LORD; 

  shout for joy, all who are | true of heart. R 

Tone 

 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19 

A reading from Romans. 
12 Just as sin came into the world through one man, and 

death came through sin, and so death spread to all 

because all have sinned 13 for sin was indeed in the world 

before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no 

law. 14 Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over 

those who did not sin in the likeness of Adam, who is a 

pattern of the one who was to come. 

  15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the 

many died through the one man’s trespass, much more 

surely have the grace of God and the gift in the grace of 

the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16 And 

the gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the 

judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, 

but the gift following many trespasses brings 

justification. 17 If, because of the one man’s trespass, 

death reigned through that one, much more surely will 
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those who receive the abundance of grace and the gift of 

righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus 

Christ. 

  18 Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to 

condemnation for all, so one man’s act of righteousness 

leads to justification and life for all. 19 For just as through 

the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, 

so through the one man’s obedience the many will be 

made righteous. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 

tested by the devil. 2 He fasted forty days and forty 

nights, and afterward he was famished. 3 The tempter 

came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 

command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But 

he answered, “It is written,  

 ‘One does not live by bread alone, 

  but by every word that comes from the mouth of 
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God.’ ” 

  5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed 

him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 saying to him, “If 

you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is 

written,  

 ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 

  and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 

 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the 

Lord your God to the test.’ ” 

  8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain 

and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 

glory, 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if 

you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to 

him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,  

 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 

  and serve only him.’ ” 
11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and 

waited on him. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON- PASTOR DEL 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY When We Are Tested (ACS 

922) 
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CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty creator of 

heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s 

only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
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again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s 

presence, let us pray for the world and its needs. 

God of all grace, grant faith to your church. Give to all 

the baptized the will to resist temptation and to worship 

and serve you alone. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of all creation, tend this earth. When human greed 

and disobedience threaten this planet and the life it 

contains, lead us by your Spirit into ways of reverence, 

awe, and gentleness. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of all nations, preserve us from trouble. Surround all 

living in places of violence with your steadfast love and 

give resilience to all who work for peace. Grant courage 

to those who challenge, especially around issues of 

racism and systemic oppression. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of all healing, mend our wounds. Bring wholeness to 

all who are sick, give peace to all who groan in grief, and 

send companions to all who are lonely or isolated. 

Especially we pray for Marge Hansen, Cecelia 

Anderson, Paige Alstatt, Barb Wire, Dorothy Hanke, 

Jerome Herrman, Zach Swanson, Beverly Alstatt, 
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Sandra Anderson, Larry Shulda, Sue Jacobson, Susan 

Burkland, Will Biggs, Cody Larson, Darla Personney, 

Dan Ott, Chuck Hadlouer, Allie Paine, Maxi Cardelle, 

T.J. Karst, Frank and Mary Gwing, Rev. Melinda 

Melhus, Kyler Russell, Becky Shulda, Steve Sykes, and 

Janis Plumer, Wilma Beckman, Joyce Karst and the 

families of Steve Sykes and Glen Jensen.  We lift up 

Eric Blomberg, Tanner Gibson, and Brayden Harper 

who are serving in the military...  Hear us, O God. 

Loving and Gracious God, you have called us to be in 

community. We share the message of the 

Gospel with our fellow siblings in Christ, whom we lift 

up in prayer today: Lutheran Church of the 

Atonement- Florissant MO, Lutheran Church of the 

Living Christ Florissant MO, and St. John Lutheran 

Church Salina KS 

Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 

God of all people, provide for our community. For any 

among us who hunger for bread, bring nourishment. For 

any among us who hunger for truth, speak your life-

giving word. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of all life, bring us to you. We thank you for your 

free and abounding grace, and for those who, by that 

same grace, now rest eternally in you Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our 

strength and salvation. 

Amen. 
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PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING  

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
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God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, 

but with words of grace and life. Bless us and these your 

gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE 

 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at 

all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 

almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and 

prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in 

the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your 

grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
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church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is 

everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to 

age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the 

flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely 

through the sea. Praise to you for leading your people 

through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your 

anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection 

of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all 

nations. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 

took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after 

supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. With this bread and 

cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. Christ will come again. O God of 

resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe 

new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, 

peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit. With your holy ones 

of all times and places, with the earth and all its 

creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O 

God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 

taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
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but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

COMMUNION SONG

 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

The communion table at Redeemer is open to all. If 

children commune in their home church, then they are 

welcome to commune here. There are gluten free wafers 

available.  Please ask Pastor if you need this. 

 

SONG AFTER COMMUNION Lord Jesus, You Shall 

Be My Song: (ELW 808) 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of 

heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our 

fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of 

peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 

now and forever. 

Amen.  

SENDING SONG Jesus, Still Lead On (ELW 624) 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
Announcements 

Congregational Meeting: There will be a short congregational 

meeting immediately following worship this morning.  The 

purpose of the meeting is to approve a covenant with Pastor Del.  

Rejoicing Spirits: We need volunteers to help run Rejoicing 

Spirits, if interested please contact Shellee Callahan 785-822-6878 

or Debbie Beckman 785-452-5662. 

Transition congregational surveys- Please fill out a survey and 

schedule a time to meet with a transition team member. We would 

like to have all surveys back by March 1st please. 

Midweek Lenten Services   

24 Hours That Changed the World 

For Lent this year we will be doing a video series prepared by 

Pastor Adam Hamilton of Church of the Resurrection, located in 

Leawood, Kansas . This series guides us through the last day of 
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Jesus’ life. Pastor Hamilton took his film crew to the Holy Land 

and filmed at the actual sites of the last day of Jesus’ life. Each of 

the sessions will have opening prayer, a scripture reading, a 

video , 3 discussion questions , closing prayer and a hymn. Each 

session will last 30 minutes. Sessions will be at 7:00 p.m. on 

Wednesday evenings. Session 1 on February 25 and is entitled 

“The Last Supper”; Session 2 on March 4 will have “The Garden 

of Gethsemane; “Sessions 3 on March 11 will be “Condemned by 

the Righteous”; Session 4 on March 18 is “ Jesus, Barabbas and 

Pilate”; Session 5 on March 25 will be “The Torture and the 

Humiliation of the King” and Session 6 on April 1 will be the “The 

Crucifixion.” There will be a light Lenten meal before each session 

at 6:15 p.m. 

First Communion:  First Communion for Elise Tonniges and Ivy 

Potter will be celebrated on Sunday, March 1, 2026.  Please hold 

these two young ladies in prayer as they celebrate this milestone in 

their faith journey.  

Spring Cleaning-we are having annual spring cleanup day at 9 

am, Saturday, March 28th. There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex. 

 

Calling all Cancer Survivors- There are some cancer survivor 

forms on the welcome center. The American Cancer Society/Relay 

for Life is trying to recognize as many survivors as possible with 

free t-shirts. If you are a cancer survivor or know someone close to 

you who is, please fill out a form and put it in the envelope. I will 

get them turned in and a t-shirt will show up in the mail soon. It 

doesn’t matter what type of cancer…..We want to recognize you ! 

 

Schedule for the week  

Sunday, February 22, 2026-8:30 a.m. Sunday School and 

Confirmation Class; 9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship; 10:45 a.m. 

Congregational Meeting ; 11:00 a.m. Fellowship and Bible Study. 

Tuesday, February 24, 2026- 5:30pm committee meetings.0 

Wednesday, February 25, 2026:  5:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal: 6:15 

p.m. Lenten Meal (Taco Soup and Bread) 7:00 p.m. Lenten 

Worship 

Partners in Ministry  
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Sunday, February 22nd, 2026 

Greeter- Dan & Kahlan Metcalfe 

Usher-  Rick & Betty Henderson 

Lector- Kris Neff 

Cantor-Ann Metcalfe 

Crucifer-Debbie Beckman 

Communion- Carol Keeler 

Sound- Ray Beckman 

Fellowship- Lana Jordan 

Sunday, March 1, 2026 

Greeter- Jim and Vivian Cook 

Usher-  Wayne and Carol Keeler 

Lector- Mary Bridges 

Cantor-Kris Johanson 

Crucifer-Carol Keeler 

Communion- Charlotte Herrman 

Sound- Kyle Tonniges 

Fellowship- Kris Johanson 

 

Prayer Request 

MEMBERS:  Marge Hansen, Cecelia Anderson, Paige Alstatt, 

Barb Wire, Janis Plumer. 

 

REDEEMER FRIENDS  

Dorothy Hanke (Mother of Debbie Beckman)  

Jerome Herrman (Nephew of Charlotte and Dave Herrman)  

Zach Swanson(Grandson of Sandi and Tom Drown)  

Beverly Alstatt (Mother of Craig Alstatt)  

Sandra Anderson, (Cecelia Anderson’s daughter-in-law)  

Larry Shulda (Husband of Becky Shulda)  

Sue Jacobson (Sister of Wayne Keeler)  

Will Biggs (Charlotte and Dave Herrman’s son-in-law)  

Cody Larson(Brother-in-law of Jordan and Zach Burkholder)  

Darla Personney (Friend of Sheila Alstatt)  

Susan Burkland (Sister of Kathy Heinrich 

Dan Ott ( cousin of Craig Alstatt) 

Chuck Hadlouer (Friend of Shelia Alstatt) 
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Allie Paine ( Friend of Sheila Alstatt) 

Maxi Cardelle (Friend’s grandson of Kathy Lowman) 

T.J Karst (Cousin of Charlotte Herrman) 

Dee Wamika ( Friend of Shelia Alstatt) 

Barbra Stucky ( Friend of Kathy Lowman) 

Family of William Drown (Tom Drown’s brother) 

Wilma Beckman ( Mother of Susan Ramage) 

Joyce Karst (Pastor Del & Charlotte Herrman’s Aunt) 

Family of Steve Sykes (Brother of Lana Jordan) 

Family of Glen Jensen (Sue Mettlen’s brother) 

MILITARY 

Eric Blomberg, USS Laboon (Nephew of Mary Shaffer) 

Tanner Gibson Hill AFB, Ogden UT (Great-Nephew to Cecelia 

Anderson) 

Brayden Harper , USS Washington (Great Great Nephew) of Mary 

Bridges 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Pastor Del’s Cell Phone: 785-822-4355 

Pastor Del’s Email: strecker.delvin@gmail.com 

Church Office : 785-827-8195 

Church Email: redeemer @redeemer-elca.org 

Website: redeemer@redeemer-elca.org 

Like us on Facebook 

Worship is livestreamed on YouTube 

 

Transition Team Members 

Wayne Keeler, Ryne Callahan, Trey Potter, Kyle Tonniges, 

Charlotte Herrman, Kris Neff  
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