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1st  Sunday After Epiphany 

 Sunday January 11, 2026 
 

Welcome!  

May our hearts be open to our creator and to one 

another as we share in worship together. 

Pastor Del Strecker, Transition Pastor 

Tom Mertz and Mary Bridges, PMA’s 

Ruth Mirtz, Organist 

Ann Metcalfe, Director of Music 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND 

FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of 

your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. 

Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to 

your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your 

forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our 

sins, known and unknown, things done and left 

undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live 

and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and 

glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your 

sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 

in eternal life. 

Amen 
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ENTRANCE HYMN Brightest and Best of the 

Stars (ELW 303) 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 

Lord, have mercy: Lord, have mercy.  

Christ, have mercy: Christ, have mercy.  

Lord, have mercy: Lord, have mercy. 

Hymn of Praise 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations 

by the leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know 

your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full 

vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

  and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

 2 For darkness shall cover the earth 

  and thick darkness the peoples, 

 but the LORD will arise upon you, 

  and his glory will appear over you. 

 3 Nations shall come to your light 

  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

 

 4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 

  they all gather together; they come to you; 

 your sons shall come from far away, 

  and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ 
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arms. 

 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 

  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to 

you; 

  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

 6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

  all those from Sheba shall come. 

 They shall bring gold and frankincense 

  and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

 1 Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 

  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 

 2 that he may rule your | people righteously 

  and the | hills, in righteousness. 

 3 that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the 

people, and the | hills, bring righteousness. 

 4 Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people; 

  rescue the poor and crush | the oppressor. R 

 5 May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 

  from one generation | to another. 

 6 Let him come down like rain upon | the mown 

field, like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 

 7 In his time shall the | righteous flourish; 

  there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall 
| be no more. 

 10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the | isles pay 
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tribute, and the kings of Sheba and Seba | offer 

gifts. R 

 11 All kings shall bow | down before him, 

  and all the nations | do him service. 

 12 For the king delivers the poor who cry out | in 

distress, the oppressed, and those who | has no helper. 

 13 He has compassion on the low- | ly and poor; 

  and preserve the lives | of the needy. 

 14 From oppression and violence he re- | 

  and dear shall their blood be | in his sight. R 

 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-12 

A reading from Ephesians. 

1 This is the reason that I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ 

Jesus for the sake of you gentiles, 2 for surely you have 

already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was 

given me for you 3 and how the mystery was made 

known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few 

words, 4 a reading of which will enable you to perceive 

my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5 In former 

generations this mystery was not made known to 

humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy 

apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6 that is, the gentiles 

have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, 

and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the 

gospel. 

  7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to 

the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the working 

of his power. 8 Although I am the very least of all the 

saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the gentiles 
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the news of the boundless riches of Christ 9 and to make 

everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for 

ages in God, who created all things, 10 so that through the 

church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now 

be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 

heavenly places. 11 This was in accordance with the 

eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our 

Lord, 12 in whom we have access in boldness and 

confidence through faith in him. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (WOV p. 31) 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came to 

Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been 
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born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the 

east and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King 

Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 

with him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and 

scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 

Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem 

of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: 

 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

  7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned 

from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 
8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 

search diligently for the child, and when you have found 

him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, 

and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 

in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child 

was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they 

were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, 

they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt 

down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 

chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to 

return to Herod, they left for their own country by 

another road. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON (WOV p. 18) Rev. Emily Meckley 
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HYMN OF THE DAY We Three Kings of Orient 

Are (WOV 646) 
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CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 

Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of 

the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin 

Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 

was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 

Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 

has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one 

holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 

one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 

the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 

to come. Amen 

 

THE PRAYERS 

Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray 

boldly for the church, creation, and all who are in need. 
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Repairer of the breach, you separate us from our sin and 

unite us with one another. Heal the animosity in our 

hearts, and bind us together in love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Author of life, you sent your spirit over the waters, your 

breath into your children, and guiding stars across the 

sky. Awaken us to the plight of the planet and send us to 

care for your creation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Light that leads the way, you make yourself known to the 

nations. Illuminate just paths and guide leaders in the 

church and the world in your holy will especially 

Concordia Lutheran Church- Concordia KS, Lord of 

the Love Lutheran Church- Belton MO, Our Savior’s 

Lutheran Church- Jefferson City MO, and Kansas 

Interfaith Action- Topeka KS . Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Voice of the silenced, you cast the mighty from their 

thrones and fill the hungry with good things. Grant those 

in need the courage to demand equality and those with 

abundance the wisdom to share. Respond to any who call 

out in need this day especially Marge Hansen, Cecelia 

Anderson, Paige Alstatt, Barb Wire, Dorothy Hanke, 

Jerome Herrman, Zach Swanson, Beverly Alstatt, 

Sandra Anderson, Larry Shulda, Sue Jacobson, Susan 

Burkland, Will Biggs, Cody Larson, Darla Personney, 

Dan Ott, Chuck Hadlouer, Allie Paine, Maxi Cardelle, 

T.J. Karst, Frank and Mary Gwing, Rev. Melinda 

Melhus, Kyler Russell, Becky Shulda, Steve Sykes, the 

family of Wayne Hanke, Wilma Beckman, and the 

family of Denny Wahlgren We lift up Eric Blomberg, 
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Tanner Gibson, and Brayden Harper who are serving in 

the military. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Proclaimer of promises, you raise up prophets and 

messengers in the places we least expect. Equip us to 

listen well to those who bring both good news and 

painful truths. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Redeemer of the saints, you gift us with many people 

throughout our lives who point the way to you. We give 

you thanks for the recently departed and all who have 

loved us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend 

our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your boundless 

mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Peace be with you. 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERING MUSIC 

 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS (WOV p. 34) 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, 

who came among the poor to bring the riches of your 

grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be 

blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all 

earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, 

holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing our life, he 

lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our 

darkness should give way to his own brilliant light. And 

so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are 

full of your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your 

Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who 

preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, 

opened his arms to all. In the night in which he was 

betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 

eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
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remembrance of me. Remembering, therefore, his death, 

resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in 

glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy 

Communion we may know the unity we share with all 

your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 

now and forever. Amen 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to 

pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world. Come to the table; taste and see.  

COMMUNION HYMN 
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

All are welcome to commune at the table here at 

Redeemer.  There is gluten free bread for those with a 

gluten intolerance.  Just ask the pastor when you come to 

the table.   

TABLE BLESSING- The body and blood of our Lord 

Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.  

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have 

received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide 

in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power 

of his endless life, now and forever. 

Amen 

 

BLESSING 
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Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 

now and forever. 

Amen 

SENDING HYMN As with Gladness Men of 

Old (ELW 302) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Glory to God in the highest! 

And peace to God’s people on earth! 

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 
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Thanks be to God. 

Congregational Meeting: The second half of 

congregational meeting will be held on January 18th 

following worship. Followed by congregation potluck.  

Rejoicing Spirits: We need volunteers to help run 

Rejoicing Spirits, if interested please contact Shellee 

Callahan 785-822-6878 or Debbie Beckman 785-452-

5662. 

Thank you from Pastor- Dear members of Redeemer, 

Thank you so very much for the extremely generous gift. 

Your generosity reflects that you see God’s gift to the 

world as a very general gift. You have responded with 

your hearts as well. It has been a tremendous joy to serve 

you these past six month. Pastor Del & Anita 

Transition congregational surveys- Please fill out a 

survey and schedule a time to meet with a transition team 

member. 

Schedule for the week  

Sunday, January 11th, 2026: 9:30 am Worship. 

Thursday, January 15th, 2026: 9:30am Silver needles 

sew-in, 6:30pm Bells rehearsal. 

 

Partners in Ministry  

Sunday, January 11, 2026 

Greeters: Rod and Rosemary Anderson 

Ushers: Ray and Debbie Beckman 

Lector: Kathy Lowman 

Communion: Charlotte Herrman 

Sound: Kris Neff   

Fellowship: Rick and Betty Henderson 

Sunday, January 18, 2026 
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Greeters: Jim and Vivian Cook 

Ushers: Mike Ramage and Joe Plumer 

Lector: Phil Sedo 

Cantor: Sam Neff 

Communion: Sam Neff 

Sound: Kyle Tonniges 

Fellowship: Congregation Potluck 

Sunday, January 25, 2026 

Greeters: Cheryl Itschner and Mary Shaffer 

Ushers: Grant and Kris Johanson 

Lector: Dan Metcalfe 

Cantor: Ann Metcalfe 

Communion: Rod Anderson 

Sound: Perry Jurgensen 

Fellowship: Mary Shaffer 

Prayer Request 

MEMBERS:  Marge Hansen, Cecelia Anderson, Paige 

Alstatt, Barb Wire 

REDEEMER FRIENDS  

Dorothy Hanke (Mother of Debbie Beckman)  

Jerome Herrman (Nephew of Charlotte and Dave 

Herrman)  

Zach Swanson(Grandson of Sandi and Tom Drown)  

Beverly Alstatt (Mother of Craig Alstatt)  

Sandra Anderson, (Cecelia Anderson’s daughter-in-law)  

Larry Shulda (Husband of Becky Shulda)  

Sue Jacobson (Sister of Wayne Keeler)  

Will Biggs (Charlotte and Dave Herrman’s son-in-law)  

Cody Larson(Brother-in-law of Jordan and Zach 

Burkholder)  

Darla Personney (Friend of Sheila Alstatt)  
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Susan Burkland (Sister of Kathy Heinrich 

Dan Ott ( cousin of Craig Alstatt) 

Chuck Hadlouer (Friend of Shelia Alstatt) 

Allie Paine ( Friend of Sheila Alstatt) 

Maxi Cardelle (Friend’s grandson of Kathy Lowman) 

T.J Karst (Cousin of Charlotte Herrman) 

Dee Wamika ( Friend of Shelia Alstatt) 

Barbra Stucky ( Friend of Kathy Lowman) 

Family of Wayne Hanke (Debbie Beckman’s Father) 

Steve Sykes (Brother of Lana Jordan) 

Wilma Beckman ( Mother of Susan Ramage) 

Family of Denny Wahlgren (former Redeemer member) 

MILITARY 

Eric Blomberg, USS Laboon (Nephew of Mary Shaffer) 

Tanner Gibson Hill AFB, Ogden UT (Great-Nephew to 

Cecelia Anderson) 

Brayden Harper , USS Washington (Great Great 

Nephew) of Mary Bridges 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Pastor Del’s Cell Phone: 785-822-4355 

Pastor Del’s Email: strecker.delvin@gmail.com 

Church Office : 785-827-8195 

Church Email: redeemer @redeemer-elca.org 

Website: redeemer@redeemer-elca.org 

Like us on Facebook 

Worship is livestreamed on YouTube 
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