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 “13 Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own;[i] but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 

and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly[j] call of God 

in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us then who are mature be of the same mind; and if you think differently about 

anything, this too God will reveal to you. 16 Only let us hold fast to what we have attained.” Philippians 3:13-16 

NRSV 

Another year comes, another year goes...and we rejoice in our life together. The first of the year brings much 

anticipation. People are thinking about resolutions. People are determined this year will be the year for things 

to be set aright.  I do not fall into that category necessarily.  I have found that making resolutions like health, 

wealth, organization (even just telling myself I will not just put my keys on my dresser!!!) starts to fall apart 

about the third week of January. Yes, it is a sad statement about your Pastor! I do, though, rejoice in serving 

you and serving with you in this wonderful gathering called church.  In any life together there is pains and sor-

rows and struggles...but there is also joys and accomplishments and visions!  I rejoice in the fullness of the life 

we share in Christ. 

Paul is writing about that in his letter to the Philippians.  There were many good things going on in this com-

munity but some rough stuff too. There were people, even fellow apostles that had little faith in Paul’s mission 

to the Gentiles. Day to day he wondered I am sure: “Is it worth it?”  But he knew it was not about his struggles 

but the proclamation and the teaching of Jesus Christ who was truly and fully calling them to another life, yes a 

heavenly one, but also a life lived for the love of neighbor.  That “Straining Forward” is what we as a church in 

2019 should seek as well. Yes, behind has much amazing good...behind also has pain and sorrow. God in Christ 

takes care of that, let us look towards tomorrow, be it New Year’s Day 2019 or New Year’s Eve 2019, to what 

we have attained in Christ: His Love, His Mercy, His Forgiveness, His Strength, and His Life!  If we stay focused 

on that as we reach out to others, we know from what lies behind, that God makes a difference.  

So Happy New Year! Let us Strain Forward together in Christ. 

In Christ, 
Pastor David 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+3&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29418i
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Redeemer Lutheran Church Council 

Council Highlights December 2018: 

 

1. Wayne and Rick will send a letter on behalf of Council to all members regarding 

the budget and cash flow situation as 2018 comes to an end. 

2. Annual Meeting is Sunday, January 20, 2019 at 9:15 a.m.  This will be when the 

proposed budget and constitutional amendments will be ready for final votes. 

3. Feed My Starving Children, a mobile pack of nutritious components, will be at 

Trinity United Methodist Church on January 21, 2019.  Youth will participate from 

9-11 a.m. Youth and adults are needed.  For more information contact Debbie 

Beckman. 

4. Announcements will be made for the staff Christmas offering.  Contributions can 

be left at the office, mailed, or placed in the yellow offering envelopes and ap-

propriately marked. 

5. Weekly advertisement in the Salina Journal will end effective December 29. 

6. Annual reports are due to Becky by January 9 for printing and assembly.  Please 

have printer ready. 

Council Meeting Minutes are available to read  on the 
Council Bulletin Board  and in the office.  

Council Meetings are the 2nd Thursday of the month 

Treasurer’s Report – ending November 30, 2018  91.67% 

Total Income:  $261,522.88 Budget: $285,550.00 91.59% 

Total Expenses:  $268,498.75  Budget: $294,950.00   74.21% 

Budget Net Operating Income: ($9,400.00) 

 

Note that as a congregation we approved a $9,400 budget deficit and checking funds are 

now tight.  We are so thankful for all your generosity and know our members will respond as 

they always have in December.  ~~  Thank you to everyone who completed their pledge 

cards and Time and Talent sheets.  We have good news to share for 2019! 

Praise the Lord! 

Budget Information 

Council Highlights 
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Needs of the Month 

The needs of the Salina Rescue Mission for 
January 2018 include: 
 

Cold & Flu Medication 

Allergy Medication  

Cough Drops & Eye Drops 

Razors & Shaving Cream 

Free & Clear Laundry Detergent 

Toilet Paper & Kleenex Tissues 

UNOPENED for Men’s Christmas Packages: 

 Socks, underwear, t-shirts, gloves & 
stocking caps 

For more information go on-line to 
www.salinarescuemission.com 
 

This helps to feed and care for the hungry and 
homeless, it also stretches our general fund 
dollars.  Please help; donations can be 
dropped off anytime at the Salina Rescue Mis-
sion at 1716 summers Road in Salina, or call 
us at 785-823-2610 

Did you know you can get an app for your cell phone for On Realm?  
Search for RealmConnect and download the app to your phone.  It pro-
vides church directory, communications, groups and so much more! 

~Mary Shaffer~ 

For a forum on  
Lutherans Restoring Creation Sunday 
February 10 at 9:15 a.m. 
Church Fellowship Hall 
For adults and youth 9th grade and up 
Celebrate Redeemer’s progress  
toward becoming a 

      Caring for Creations Congregation 
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Redeemer News 

 

 

Bishop Elizabeth Eaton (an excerpt from her Christmas message) 

“On Christmas, God has reversed the cradle to-grave progression. The angel announced 

to the shepherds:  

‘I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the 

city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a 

child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’  (Luke 2:10-12). 

 

Here is the new reality. Here is the truth. Our lives are not a meaningless 

trudge from cradle to grave, but a joyful journey—true and lasting joy— 

from grave to cradle. All our brokenness and death meet life and heal-

ing and hope in the child in the manger. His cradle defeats the grave. 

We are loved. We are alive. Now we are free to greet this holy season. 

 

Merry Christmas, dear church.” 
 

 

 

Bishop Eaton’s entire message may be found at https://www.mnys.org/presiding-

bishop-elizabeth-eatons-december-2018-message/ 

 
 
 
 
 
Pageturners, the Redeemer book club, gathered for their December meeting at the home of hosts 
Carl and Becky Pyle to select books for 2019.  After selecting books to be read monthly, dates, hosts, 
and leaders were chosen, the attendees enjoyed a potluck dinner and a lively game of "Dirty San-
ta."  The first person picks a wrapped book and opens it. The next person can either pick a wrapped 
book or take a book that is already opened from someone.   Books about the Civil War and one written 
by Barbara Kingsolver were popular takers.  Pageturners and guests were:  Janis and Joe Plumer, Mary 
Shaffer, Marty Holmquist, Jean Sedo, Lana and Gary Jordan, Carol and Dennis Kuhlman, Pam and Lar-
ry Strahan, Pastor David Strommen, Becky and Carl Pyle, Lonnie and David Wahlgren. 

 
Pageturners meet the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 4 p.m.  Church members and guest are welcome 
to attend. Reads for January through April are:  Accordion Crimes; Something in the Water; The Things 
They Carried; and Hillbilly Elegy.  For more information call the church office. 

Next meeting is January 15th at 4 pm 

at the church led by Pastor David.  
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Have a busy week?   

We are open late on Wednesday  

and you can leave the cooking to us. 

Wednesday night at Redeemer is a rewarding and relaxing time for 

everyone.  Come and join us for all or part of the evening activities. 

Childcare is provided free of charge starting at 6:00. 

5:30 - Weekly Meal 

The evening begins with a light Supper, prepared and served by 
Redeemer volunteers, in the fellowship hall. The meal is free, but 
donations are accepted.  

Wednesday Night Ministry 
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6:15 - Worship—An informal Communion worship 
service is held every week.   

6:00 - Godly Play for children age 3 through 3rd grade 

What is Godly Play?  A child-honoring way of entering into and experiencing 

the biblical story. We use manipulative story characters and imagination to experi-

ence the biblical story through narrative story, parables, liturgical actions and si-

lence   Children are not told what to believe but are exposed to the story experi-

ence.  Through this open-ended approach we hear the deepest invitation to come 

play with God. 

After Worship stay for more learning 

4th-6th Grade class with Debbie Beckman 

7th & 8th Grade confirmation with Pastor 

High School with Sheila Alstatt 

Adults 

Call for 

a ride! 

7:15 
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Reminders & Election Results 

Annual reports are due 

to Becky by January 

9th for printing and as-

sembly.  Please have 

your reports printer 

ready.  Thank you! 

The Congregational 

Annual Meeting is set 

for January 20 at 9:15 

a.m.  The proposed 

budget and constitu-

tional amendments will 

be ready for final votes. 

Our weekly advertisement in 

The Salina Journal ends effec-

tive December 29.  Please look 

to Sunday bulletins, the month-

ly Ringer newsletter, our web-

site at https://www.redeemer-

elca.org/ and On Realm for 

news and information.   

 

 

~New Church Council Members~ 

 

 

Kendra Albin, Ray Beckman 

and Kris Neff 

 

Ted Wire and Barbara Wire — 

Synod Assembly Representative 

 

Sheila Alstatt, Dan Metcalfe 

and Tom Drown — Nominating 

Committee 

 

Kathy Lowman — Endowment 

Committee 
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Lectionary for Sundays in January 

Messiah, 16John answered all of them by say-
ing, “I baptize you with water; but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming; I am not 
worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to 
clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.”  
21Now when all the people were baptized, and 
when Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the 
Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily 
form like a dove. And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with 
you I am well pleased.”  
 

January 20 — Second Sunday after 
Epiphany 
Isaiah 62:1-5 
Psalm 36:5-10 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
John 2:1-11 
1On the third day there was a wed-
ding in Cana of Galilee, and the 
mother of Jesus was there. 2Jesus and his 
disciples had also been invited to the wed-
ding. 3When the wine gave out, the mother of 
Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4And 
Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is 
that to you and to me? My hour has not yet 
come.” 5His mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.” 6Now standing there 
were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites 
of purification, each holding twenty or thirty 
gallons. 7Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars 
with water.” And they filled them up to the 
brim. 8He said to them, “Now draw some out, 
and take it to the chief steward.” So they 
took it. 9When the steward tasted the water 
that had become wine, and did not know 
where it came from (though the servants who 
had drawn the water knew), the steward 
called the bridegroom 10and said to him, 
“Everyone serves the good wine first, and 
then the inferior wine after the guests have 
become drunk. But you have kept the good 
wine until now.” 11Jesus did this, the first of 
his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his 
glory; and his disciples believed in him.  
 

 

January 6 — Epiphany of Our Lord 
Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
Ephesian 3:1-12 
Matthew 2:1-12 
1In the time of King Herod, after 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusa-
lem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we observed 
his star at its rising, and have come to pay 
him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; 4and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Messiah was to be 
born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Ju-
dea; for so it has been written by the proph-
et: 
 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers 
of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise 
men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent 
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have 
found him, bring me word so that I may also 
go and pay him homage.” 9When they had 
heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had 
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. 10When they saw 
that the star had stopped, they were over-
whelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, 
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and 
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream 
not to return to Herod, they left for their own 
country by another road.  
 
January 13 — Baptism of Our Lord 
Isaiah 43:1-7 
Psalm 29:3 
Acts 7:14-17 
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
15As the people were filled with ex-
pectation, and all were questioning 
in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the  
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 Partners in Ministry 8:00 Service       Altar Guild:  Cheryl Itschner & Marilee Vancil 

 January 6 January 13 January 20 January 27 

Greeter 
Virg Augustine & No-
ni Strand 

Diane Conover & Gary 
Mettlen 

Virg Augustine & Noni 
Strand 

Sue and Gary Mettlen 

Usher 
Sue Mettlen & Cheryl 
Itschner 

Virg Augustine & Noni 
Strand 

Gary & Sue Mettlen 
Virg Augustine & Noni 
Strand 

Com-

munion 
Diana Conover, Gary 
& Sue Mettlen 

Charlotte Herrman, Sue 
Mettlen & Kathy Lowman 

Diane Conover, Kathy 
Lowman &  Noni 
Strand 

Mary Shaffer, Charlotte 
Herrman & Gary Mettlen 

Lector 
Diane Conover Charlotte Herrman Kathy Lowman Mary Shaffer 

Sound Perry Jurgensen Perry Jurgensen Perry Jurgensen Perry Jurgensen 

Partners in Ministry 10:30 Service 

Greeter 
Rod & Cecelia      
Anderson 

Marilee Vancil & David 
Wahlgren 

Rod & Rosemary   
Anderson 

Jim & Viv Cook 

Usher 
Kendra Albin & Betty 
Baxter 

Larry & Pam Strahan 
Ray Beckman & Chad 
Curl 

Phil & Jean Sedo 

Com-

munion Tom Drown, Rod & 
Rosemary Anderson 

Joe Plumer, Anna     
Prockish & Jean Sedo 

Alan English, Phil & 
Jean Sedo 

Kris Neff, Larry & Pam 
Strahan 

Lector Ray Beckman Phil Sedo Kendra Albin David Wahlgren 

Cantor 
Kris Johanson Britney English Ann Metcalfe Kris Johanson 

Sound Britney English Tom Mertz Mary Mertz Anna Prockish 

Coffee 

Host Gary & Lana Jordan Jim & Viv Cook 
Wally Koers, Grant & 
Kris Johanson 

Craig & Sheila Alstatt 

January 27 — Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10        Psalm 19:7 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a                                                                     Luke 4:14-21 
 

14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread 
through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by 
everyone. 
  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 
 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
  because he has anointed me 
   to bring good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovery of sight to the blind, 
   to let the oppressed go free, 
 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been ful-
filled in your hearing.”  
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Other News 

 

 

 

 

Lindsborg Ladies Day Out 

Saturday, January 5, 2019 

Meet at church at 10:00 to car-

pool.  We will go to the shops, eat    

together, and whatever else we decide 

to do!  RSVP to Anna Prockish 785-

212-0685 by Frida, January 4. 

January Ladies Night Out   

Tuesday, January 15, 2019  
6:30 p.m. Olive Garden 
RSVP to Anna Prockish  

785-212-0685 
 

Redeemer ladies and friends welcome! 

The church glowed for the Children's Christmas Program on December 19th 
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Content of the Ringer depends on you, the members of this church, 

for articles, photos, important dates, etc.  The February 
newsletter deadline is January 14th at 12:00 pm. In-

formation turned in after this date might not be included.  
The newsletter is available by email, mail or at the church. 

We are Family 

If you are interested in 

providing flowers for 

our worship services 

on a specific date, 

please sign the chart. 

Make sure to use only 

a dry-erase marker. 

5   Becky Klaege 
5   Taylor Koers 
10 Lindsay Chapman 
13 Mary Ellen Rudick 
16 Alvina Nelson 
16 Daniel Metcalfe 
18 Ken Mayfield 

20 Joe Hartley 
21 Marlie Potter 
22 Ruby Vallis 
24 Chuck Levin 
24 Sofia Trakowski 
27 Mara Pickering 
30 William Strommen 

Birthdays 

Debbie Smith 

The Thomas Children 

Jim Boyd 

LaNita Pratt Janet Whitaker & Ayden 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed 

 

Thu Fri Sat 

       

   1 2                          3 4 5 

6 

800 Worship 

1030 Worship 

 

7 8  

530 

Committee 

Meetings  

630 G.U.Y.S.          

9 

9 am Bible 

Study 

530 Godly 

Play 

10 

6 pm  

11 12 

13 

800 Worship 

1030 Worship 

 

14 

 

15 

4 pm  

Page Turners 

 

16 

9 am Bible 

Study 

530 Godly 

Play 

17 

 

18 

6 pm Young 

Members 

 

19 

20  

800 & 1030 

Worship 

900 Church 

Council   

 

21 

6 pm 

Silver Needles 

22 

 

23 

900 Bible 

Study 

530 Godly 

Play 

24 

830  

Breakfast at 

Bayard’s 

25 26 

27 

800 Worship 

1030 Worship 

 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

900 Bible 

Study 

530 Godly 

Play 

31 

 

   

 



743 East Magnolia Road 

Salina, KS 67401 

redeemer@redeemer-elca.org 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN 

Phone: 785-827-8195 

Office Hours: 9:00 - 2:00    Monday-Friday 

Becky Shulda, Administrative Assistant  

Find us on the web 

www: redeemer-elca.org 

“Chosen by God...to love one another.” 

 

Pastor David Strommen 

743 E Magnolia Road 

Salina, KS 67401 

785-827-8195 ex. 201 

dstrommen@redeemer-elca.org 

Sunday Sermons can now be heard 

on the Redeemer Website. 

Weekly Church Events 

Sunday Communion Worship     

8:00    Communion worship 

10;30  Communion worship 

Wednesday morning                    

9:00 Bible Study 

Wednesday Evening Activities  

5:30—Dinner 

6:00—Godly Play 

6:15—Communion Worship 

Followed by Education 

7:15—Music practice 

 

Organist: Ruth Mirtz  

 

Choir Director: Ann Metcalfe 
 

Bell Director and  

 Worship Accompanist: 

Britney English 

2018 Council 

Jody Biegert                 827-3429 

Shellee Callahan  822-6878 

Tom Drown  493-1592 

Alan English  643-4078 

Charlotte Herrman 643-9445 

Wayne Keeler, President 825-4511 

Phil Sedo, V.P.         701-833-9280 

Anna Prockish, Secretary 212-0685 

Kyle Tonniges         308-627-6333 

 

Treasurer: Rick Henderson 

Financial Secretaries: Mike Ramage 

and Joe Plumer 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

Epiphany 


