Redeemer Lutheran Endowment Fund
Grants Policy
(adopted December 18, 2011)

The mission of the Redeemer Lutheran Endowment Fund is to extend and enhance the outreach programs of Redeemer Lutheran Church beyond and apart from the programs, ministries, and works of the congregation that are normally supported through regular offerings and pledges.

The Endowment Fund receives and maintains separate accounts for some funds which are restricted to a particular use.  Other unrestricted funds are given by donors who leave the decision on distribution to the Endowment Fund Board to use in meeting the changing and emerging needs of Redeemer Lutheran Church, the ELCA, and the greater Salina area.  It is for these unrestricted funds that grant seekers apply and to which the following policies, procedures, and guidelines are directed.

Amounts Available for Grants

The Board may choose to distribute all, part, or none of the defied income from the Fund for the year, as it deems appropriate, for specific proposals from the congregation, from organizations outside of the congregation, or the Board may initiate its own programs for benevolence to community and synodical ministries, to national and global ministries, or for capital improvements to Redeemer Lutheran Church.  In dispensing these funds, the Board strives to exercise leadership on charitable issues, while advancing the Church’s outreach programs throughout our area and promoting a closer knowledge of the grace of Jesus Christ.

In relation to capital improvements to Redeemer Lutheran Church, no more that 50% of the defined income attributed to the non-designated and unrestricted portion of the Fund may be used for such improvements at the discretion of the Board.

Funding Priorities of the Endowment Fund

The Redeemer Lutheran Endowment Fund gives funding priority to programs and projects which:

· Originate within Redeemer Lutheran Church ministries or its congregation members;

· Address emerging needs not being met by existing religious, government, or private charitable agencies or by existing revenue sources;

· Strengthen internal management capabilities of existing organizations;

· Reach a broad segment of the community or serve those not being adequately served by the community’s resources;

· Promote collaboration and avoid duplication of service among charitable agencies;

· Test or demonstrate new approaches and techniques for solving problems;

· Generate matching funds or attract contributions from other donors to the community or agency;

· Promote volunteer participation and involvement.

In general, the Redeemer Lutheran Endowment Fund is less likely to grant funds for the following types of requests and organizations:

· Travel, tours, trips;

· Research projects;

· Publications and videos;

· Conferences, workshops, seminars, symposia, etc.;

· Replacement of local tax support.

In general, the Redeemer Lutheran Endowment Fund will not grant funds to the following types of organizations or projects:

· Political lobbying or legislative activities;

· Establish or enhance endowments;

· Debt retirement, deficit financing, reduction of an operating deficit or to liquidate debt or to replenish resources used to pay for such purposes;

· National, state, or local fundraising activities, i.e., annual fund drives, courtesy advertising, benefit tickets, telephone solicitations;

· General operating expenses for any charitable agencies;

· Umbrella funding organizations that would distribute requested funds at their own discretion.

Application Deadlines

Quarterly: March 31, June 30, September 30, December 31.

Applications for Endowment Fund grants are available in the Redeemer Lutheran Church office.  Each completed application should be submitted to the Redeemer Lutheran Church office and must be received before close of business on the deadline dates above.  The board meets quarterly (in April, July, October, and January) and will entertain applications for grants at any quarterly meeting.

The Endowment Fund Board will review all grant requests received during its next regularly scheduled meeting following the above deadline dates and establish eligibility.  Organizations or individuals requesting funds may be invited to address the Board at those times to better explain their applications.  Grant making policy and grant award decisions shall be decided by a majority vote of the Board at a meeting where a quorum is present.

Once the grant is approved and appropriate forms are returned to Redeemer Lutheran Church, the grant distribution check will be released to a representative of the organization at a church service attended by such representative.

Grant recipients may be requested to report on the expenditure of grant funds and results of the project within one year of the grant award.

Any funds not spent for the specific purpose of the grant must be returned to the Redeemer Lutheran Endowment Fund and cannot be diverted to other uses without the express approval of the Redeemer Endowment Fund Board.

Questions concerning grant applications or the application process may be directed to any member of the Redeemer Lutheran Endowment Fund Board or the Redeemer Lutheran Church office. 
