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Sunday, May 3, 2026
5™ Sunday of Easter

Welcome!
May our hearts be open to our creator and to one another
as we share in worship together.
Rev. Del Strecker, Pastor
Tom Mertz and Mary Bridges, PMA’s
Ruth Mirtz, Organist
Ann Metcalfe, Director of Music



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who looks upon
us in compassion, forgives our sin, and heals our lives.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another. Have mercy, O God, against you, you alone,
we have sinned. In your compassion, cleanse us from
our sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a new
heart and give us a steadfast spirit. Do not cast us
away, but fill us with your Holy Spirit and restore
your joy within us. Amen.

As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion
for you .As high as heaven is above earth, so vast is
God’s love for you. As far as east is from west, so far
God removes your sin from you, renewing your life
through Jesus Christ. Blessed be God who crowns us
with mercy and love.

Blessed be God forever.

GATHERING SONG
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0 i pe— | I-----4EilF .'E_li"
d’ E

| Mak-ing their way down through the a-pges, sin - ners  and saints have
1 Mak-ing their way  ull the world o - ver, Chris - tiuns  #s - sem - ble
i Mak-ing our way sea - son by sea-son, pil - prims, we jour - ney

0L i N i i | —| | | fr— .
N 1 1 1 ] 1 L 1 1 | | | 1 " ]
1 H i -
o — s ¥ &
henrd God's  call: wealth - v and poor, pow = er - ful, low - ly,
i this  day, heir - ing the Wond, shier - bng the Bai - guet,
till life's  emd, tray - el -ing light, shar - ing the rich - es,
- - H F -
e e — H'—-EF—P—-I_—- :F_¢
7 Ir —_— Ih i S { i

Je - sus'dis - ci-ples, ome and all.  Gath-ered for wor - ship, nMF- fer-ing thanks,
learn-ing W walk in  Je-sus’ way, Mem-bers of Christ, u - nit - ed in love,
car - ing for streng-er  as for fmend, till 0 the joy  of long-img ful-filled,

2 3 & -l
§ —
|
B — — et
r 1 1 | r:. 1 1 + s.
the prest-est with the  least have come (o share this  feast.
they seek our God w  know, amdl =0 (o-geth-er grow,
0 - geth-er we will come tin  our e - ter - nal  home.
| | 4 i ! 1
%&gg;g* e
: d" ) — | : ! 1 | -
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the
truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another,
to follow in the way of his commandments, and to
share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and
song.

FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60

A reading from Acts.

°° Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into
heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at
the right hand of God. °° “Look,” he said, “I see the
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right
hand of God!” °" But they covered their ears, and with a
loud shout all rushed together against him. ** Then they
dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and
the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man
named Saul. *” While they were stoning Stephen, he
prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” °’ Then he knelt
down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold
this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.
Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
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'In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be !
put to shame;
deliver me ! in your righteousness.
’Incline your ! ear to me;
make haste to de- ' liver me.
‘Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you
are my crag | and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead ' me and guide me.
“Take me out of the net that they have secretly ! set
for me,
for you are my tow- ! er of strength. R
> Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O LORD, | God of truth.
'> My times are | in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and
from those who ! persecute me.
' Let your face shine up- | on your servant;
save me in your ! steadfast love.” R
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10
A reading from 1 Peter. * Like newborn infants, long for
the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation ” if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is
good. *Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by
mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and ° like
living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house,
to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ° For it stands in
7



scripture: “See, [ am laying in Zion a stone, a
cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes
in him will not be put to shame.” ' This honor, then, is for
you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The
stone that the builders rejected has become the very head
of the corner,” “and “A stone that makes them stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because
they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. ’But
you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, God’s own people, in order that you may
proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. '’ Once you were not a
people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy. Word
of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Gospel Acclamation
(Celtic): Celtic Alleluia (ELW 174)

Gospel Acclamation
Celtic Alleluia
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GOSPEL: John 14:1-14
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.



[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “Do not let your hearts be
troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. * In my
Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were
not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place
for you? * And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and will take you to myself, so that where I
am, there you may be also. * And you know the way to
the place where I am going.” ° Thomas said to him,
“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can
we know the way?” © Jesus said to him, “I am the way
and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.

"If you know me, you will know my Father also.
From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
® Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we
will be satisfied.”  ?Jesus said to him, “Have | been
with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know
me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can
you say, ‘Show us the Father’? ' Do you not believe that
I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words
that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father
who dwells in me does his works. '' Believe me that I am
in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not,
then believe because of the works themselves. '? Very
truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do
the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works
than these, because I am going to the Father. '* I will do
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. '* If in my name you ask me for
anything, [ will do it.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON BY PASTOR DEL

HYMN OF THE DAY Now All the Vault of Heaven
Resounds (ELW 367)

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
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CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate
of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son,* who with the Father and the
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and
redeem our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all
creation.

God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the
cornerstone. Inspire lay leaders, deacons, pastors, and
bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast love
to all whom they encounter. Merciful God,
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receive our prayer.

God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies
and seas, mountains and valleys. Protect all you have
made from the ravages of pollution and climate disaster.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of mercy, you intend governments and social service
agencies to be instruments of peace and justice. Guide
political leaders and organizations to be agents of
compassion, and raise up advocates for those who seek
refuge and assistance. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console
all who grieve, provide for any in need, and comfort
those who are sick especially Marge Hansen, Cecelia
Anderson, Paige Alstatt, Barb Wire, Dorothy Hanke,
Jerome Herrman, Zach Swanson, Beverly Alstatt,
Sandra Anderson, Larry Shulda, Sue Jacobson, Will
Biggs, Darla Personney, Chuck Hadlouer, Maxi
Cardelle, T.J. Karst, Frank and Mary Gwing, Rev.
Melinda Melhus, Kyler Russell, Becky Shulda, Janis
Plumer, Jane Botz, Virginia Yantes, Dean Yates,
Wilma Beckman, Joyce Karst, Kyle Siler, Larren
Vargas, Paula Smith, Darrel Inscho Jr, Christine
Naylor, Matt Beckman, Eva Watson, and the families of
Greg Ernzen and Johnny Schwein. We lift up Eric
Blomberg, Brayden Harper and Trey Davis who are
serving in the military. Strengthen the weary, give
courage to the despairing, and comfort the dying.
Merciful God. Instill caregivers with a sense of purpose
to be your healing hands in this world. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
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God of community, you call us together as your people
for mutual support and to witness to your love in the
world. Make your presence known among those unable
to attend worship today. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Loving and Gracious God, you have called us to be in
community. We share the message of the Gospel with
our fellow siblings in Christ, whom we lift up in prayer
today: Christ Lutheran Church, Eureka, Ks, St.
Andrew Lutheran Church, Poplar Bluff, MO, St. Paul
Lutheran Church, Tescott, KS; May the Holy Spirit
bless our ministry as well as theirs, so that together we
make your message of love known to the world. Merciful
God,

Receive our prayer.

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places
for your people, so that we are never separated from you.
We give you thanks for the faithful departed who
witnessed to your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to
proclaim the good news of new life to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
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OFFERING
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering Song
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day
by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised
us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts,
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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DIALOGUE
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at
all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection
of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who
gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal
life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but
have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into
the world to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and
gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from
this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

16



O

)
#

[ I T T T | = T | 1 Il |

L [/ 1= | | I T | T =1 1 |
G

£

Christ has died. Christis 1is - en. Christ will come a - gain.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his
coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God
Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and
thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to
bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread
and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and
blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and
grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and
forever.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
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trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION This is the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world. Happy are
they who are called to his table.

O Christ, our Good Shepherd, be with us this day in
the breaking of the bread and sharing of the cup.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
Everyone 1s welcome at God's Table. There are gluten
free communion wafers available upon request.

COMMUNION SONG
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
TABLE BLESSING
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION Thankful Hearts and

Voices Raise (Nelson)
Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection
you send light to conquer darkness, water to give new
life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us
forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we
may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you
now and forever.

Amen.

19



SENDING SONG Christ Is Alive! Let Christians

Sing (ELW 389)
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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Announcement

Prayer list- We are in the process of updating the prayer
list. Unless you let us know that you want someone to
remain on the prayer list, we will be removing names
from the current prayer list for the June 7 bulletin. Please
notify the church office of those you want kept on the
prayer list.

Vacation Bible School- Weird Animals VBS is coming
to Redeemer May 27-29. We will start the evening at
5:30 with a meal. Throughout the night we will learn
about “Where Jesus’s Love is One -of-a-Kind.” Please
get your kids signed up, invite your kids friends, your
grandkids, your neighbors kids. We would love to have a
large group of kids attending. Registration forms are on
the gathering space.

Schedule for the week
Sunday, May 3rd, 2026
8:30a.m. Transition Team
9:30 a.m. Sunday Service
Tuesday, May 5, 2026
5:30 p.m. Church Council
Wednesday, May 6™, 2026
6:30 p.m. Bell Rehearsal
Thursday, May 7%, 2026

6 p.m. Guys Night
Saturday, May 9™, 2026
11 a.m. Rejoicing Spirits Worship
Sunday May 10™, 2026
9:30 a.m. Sunday Service

Partners in Ministry
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Sunday, May 3", 2026

Greeter- Brian & Denise Dusin

Usher- Gary & Sue Mettlen

Lector- Phil Sedo

Cantor- Ann Metcalfe

Crucifer- Charlotte Herrman
Communion- Wayne Keller

Sound- Mary Mertz

Fellowship- Shirley Meyer & Kris Neff
Sunday, May 10", 2026

Greeter- Frank & Shirley Meyer
Usher- Lana Jordan

Lector- Kathy Lowman

Crucifer- Debbie Beckman
Communion- Mary Mertz & Ray Beckman
Sound- Ray Beckman

Fellowship- Sheila Alstatt

Sunday, May 17", 2026

Greeter- Jim & Vivian Cook

Usher- Rick & Betty Flenderson
Lector- Ann Metcalfe

Cantor- Sam Neff

Communion- Jan Jackson

Sound- Kyle Tonniges

Fellowship- Shirley Meyer & Kris Neff
Crucifer- Dan Metcalfe

Prayer Request

MEMBERS: Marge Hansen, Cecelia Anderson, Paige
Alstatt, Barb Wire, Janis Plumer.

REDEEMER FRIENDS

Dorothy Hanke (Mother of Debbie Beckman)
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Jerome Herrman (Nephew of Charlotte and Dave
Herrman)

Zach Swanson(Grandson of Sandi and Tom Drown)
Beverly Alstatt (Mother of Craig Alstatt)

Sandra Anderson, (Cecelia Anderson’s daughter-in-law)
Larry Shulda (Husband of Becky Shulda)

Sue Jacobson (Sister of Wayne Keeler)

Will Biggs (Charlotte and Dave Herrman’s son-in-law)
Darla Personney (Friend of Sheila Alstatt)

Chuck Hadlouer (Friend of Shelia Alstatt)

Maxi Cardelle (Friend’s grandson of Kathy Lowman)
T.J Karst (Cousin of Charlotte Herrman)

Dee Wamika ( Friend of Shelia Alstatt)

Barbra Stucky ( Friend of Kathy Lowman)

Wilma Beckman ( Mother of Susan Ramage)

Joyce Karst (Pastor Del & Charlotte Herrman’s Aunt)
Virginia Yantes (Jean Sedo’s Sister)

Jane Botz (Jean Sedo’s Sister)

Dean Yates (Jean Sedo’s Brother)

Eva Watson (Friend of Alicia Miller)

Family of Johnny Schwein (Friend of Cheryl Itschner)
Matt Beckman (Friend of Scott & Cheryl Itschner)
Kyle Siler (Friend of Sheila Alstatt)

Larren Vargas (Friends of Sheila Alstatt)

Paula Smith ( Daughter of Marge Hansen)

Darrel Inscho Jr (Father of Angela Inscho)

Christine Naylor (Sister-n-Law of Cheryl Itschner)
Rosie Mettlen (Daughter-in-law of Gary and Sue
Mettlen)

Family of Greg Ernzen

MILITARY

Eric Blomberg, USS Laboon (Nephew of Mary Shaffer)
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Brayden Harper , USS Washington (Great Great Nephew
of Mary Bridges) Trey Davis (Friend of Sheila Alstatt)

CONTACT INFORMATION

Pastor Del’s Cell Phone: 785-822-4355

Pastor Del’s Email: strecker.delvin(@gmail.com
Church Office : 785-827-8195

Church Email: redeemer @redeemer-elca.org
Website: redeemer(@redeemer-elca.org

Like us on Facebook

Worship is livestreamed on YouTube
Transition Team Members

Wayne Keeler, Ryne Callahan, Trey Potter, Kyle
Tonniges, Charlotte Herrman, Kris Neff

From sundaysandseasons.com.
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